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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPLE
BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO.695/2024

Shayamji Mishra ' - Applicant
Versus

State of U.P. & Or5. ---  Respondents

REPLY ON BEHALF OF DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER. OBRA
FOREST DIVISION, OBRA, STATE OF U.P.

That the respondent is Divisional Forest Officer, Obra Forest Division,
Obra-Sonbhadra District. That the instant original application pertains to
complaint of illegal felling of trees for construction of colonies of Obra
Power Plant i.e. Obra ‘C’ Thermal Power Station which lies is Obra
Tehseel of District Sonbhadra which comes under the jurisdiction of
Obra Forest Division, Obra-Sonbhadra.

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH :

1. That in the present Original Application Divisional Forest Officer,
Sonbhadra Forest Division, State of U.P. has already filed a reply
dt.12.11.24 before this Hon’ble Tribunal which is already on record.

5 That the Hon’ble Tribunal directed in paragraph 5 of the order dated
02.09.2024 that

5. From the report we find that neither it has been specified as to
whether the land in which trees have been cut is a forest land or not,
nor regarding the kind of trees, age and other details of the trees
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which were allowed to be cut by Divisional Forest Officer including,
ownership of land, necessary facts have been disclosed. We are also at
a loss to appreciate as to what relevant considerations were
considered by Divisional Forest Officer in permitting culting of trees
since that is the requirement under the provisions of UP Protection of
Trees Act, 1975. The report therefore is incomplete and does not
discloses all the necessary facts.”

. That while considering the reply dt.12.11.24, this Hon’ble Tribunal
made following observation * A reply/report dated 12.11.24 has been
filed by Divisional Forest Officer, Sonebhadra, but the aspects on
which observation made have not been given and no document has
been placed on record to show as to what considerations prevailed
with the authority concerned while granting permission for cutting

frees”

. That project land in question plot mo. 2327ka, of Village Billi
Markundi, Obra Tehscel, District Sonbhadra, in which trees were
felled, is not a forest land. (This land is not listed in the Section 20
Gazette notification of village Billi Markundi, a copy of which is
annexed herewith as Annexure A.) The said the land is owned by
Uttar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited, Obra and a

certified extract of Khatauni is enclosed herewith as Annexure B

. That it is submitted that according to office records a summary of
4191 and 1156 trees affected as per Marking List prepared at that time
for 2X660 Megawatt Obra C expansion project of U.P. govt. is given
below. The Detailed List containing diameter class wise description of

trees is being annexed herewith Annexure C
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Summary of 4191 trees:-

SL.no. | Name of tree Number of | Number of Number of Total
tree tree tree Number
affected in | affected in affected in
sector-5 sector-6 sector-7

] |Aam 436 527 359 1322
2 |Neem 163 420 178 761
3 |Pipal 48 92 3] 171
4 |Sahjan 97 162 68 327
5 |Liptas 3 39 1 43
¢ |Amrood 75 64 139 278
7 | Gular 23 35 21 79
g |Bargad 2 15 7 24
9 |Ber 11 84 15 110
10 |Bel 59 93 63 215
11 | Kadam 41 6 1 48
12 | Semal ] 11 4 16
13 | Jamun 43 47 13 108
14 Jangal Jalebi 10 38 9 66
15 | Sahtoot 4 7 5 16
16 | Kathal 41 21 32 94
17 |Imh 1 19 6 26
1g | Chilbil 19 14 i 34
10 | Sagaun 1 6 9 9
20 | Babul 4 91 15 110
51 |Badam 1 3 5 14
97 | Aawla 7 3 g 23
23 | Phool 3 11 14 28
24 Siras 3 30 6 39
25 | Gulmohar 3 11 0 14
26 | Ashok 14 6 0 20
27 Rabar 1 5 0 3




28 Nimboo 1 1 5 2
29 Harshringat 1 0 0 1
30 Harda 1 1 0 2
31 |Sehdua 0 1 0 1
32 Shareefa 0 6 0 6
33 |Jigna 0 18 2 20
34 |Lichi 0 0 1 1
35 Kanail 0 0 31 31
36 | Gudhal 0 0 13 13
37 | Ashok 0 0 3 3
3g | Kanji 0 0 2 2
39 |Papeeta 0 0 7 7
40 Kadi Patta 0 0 2 Y]
41 | Taad 0 0 i 1
42 | SukhaAam 9 8 17 34
43 | Sukha Bel 0 0 1 1
44 | Sukha Neem 1 9 1 1
45 |Sukha Babul 0 3 0 3
46 Sukha Kathal 0 2 0 2
47 | Sukha Jamum 0 1 0 1
4g | Sukha Liptas 0 1 0 1
49 | Paras 1 0 0 1
50 | Sharifa 0 0 42 42
| Total 1142 1918 1131 4191
Summary of 1156 trees:-
SLno. | Name of Tree Number of tree affected
in sector-2,3 & 4

] |Aam 397

2 | Neem 151

3 Pipal 29

4 Bel 67
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5 Kathal 50
6 Amrood 15
" Gular 33
8 Babul 125
9 Jamun 30
10 | Chilbil 15
11 Liptas 16
12 Aawla 7
13 Jungle Jalebi 31
14 |Iml 8
15 | Sagaun 2
16 Ber 62
17 |{Kadam 13
18 | Sahtoot 5
19 |7 igna

39 | Sisam 3
51 | Siras 76
22 Ashok 7
23 | Semar 10
24 |Paras 3

Total 1156

6. That it is submitted that Executive Engineer, Obra ‘C’ Civil
Construction Division-I, UPRVUNL (A U.P. Govt. Undertaking)
through his letter no. 148 /-, dated 10.05.2016 and letter
no. 24a yardrenfi—|/aafErT,  dated 20.10.2016 requested for
permission of felling of 4191 trees in Sector 5, 6 and 7 of Obra
Colony under 2X660 Megawatt Obra C expansion project of U.R.
govt. while informing that environmental clearance has been granted
by MoEFCC for the 2X660 Megawatt Obra C expansion project of

U.P. govt. and demolition of building etc is in progress. Annexure D.
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The Government Order No. 611/ 14-5-2012-07/93 dated 20.07.2012
(Annexure E) under Uttar Pradesh Protection of Trees Act 1976
effective during that time has the following provisions:

“ e The trees of following species shall not be felled till December 31,

5020 unless any of the trees is dead or dying or it constitutes danger to

person or property or its felling is necessary for executing a

development work approved by the Government ...............
The then DFO through his letter mo. 1784/Obra/37, Dated

75.11.2016 after due consideration and verification issued permission for
felling of 4191 trees under the Uttar Pradesh Protection of Trees Act for

the said purpose. Annexure F

7. That it is submitted that Executive Engineer, Obra ‘¢ Civil
Construction Division-I, UPRVUNL (A U.P. Govt. Undertaking)
through his letter no. 452 /e g | /e, dated 13.10.2017
and and letter no. 15/3drsmiE- |y, dated 30.01.2018
requested for permission of felling of 1156 trees situated in sector
2,3,4 for construction of ash dyke, switch yard, 33/11 KV Electric
Substation & Koyla Sanchalaya Yantra and Kendriya Bhandar Kshetra
B Vidyut Grah under 2X660 Megawatt Obra C expansion project of
U.P. govt. while informing that the demolition of building, store etc is
in progress. Annexure G

The Government Order No.5/2017/2242/ 14-5-2017-7/93 dated

25.10.2017 (Annexure H) under Uttar Pradesh Protection of Trees Act

1976 effective during that time has the following provisions:

“ e The trees of following species shall not be felled till December 31,

2025 unless any of the trees is dead or dying or it constitutes danger to
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person or property or its felling is necessary for executing a

M

development work approved by the Government...............

The then DFO through his letter no. 3029/Obra/37, Dated
05.03.2018 after due consideration and verification issued permission for
felling of 1156 trees under the Uttar Pradesh Protection of Trees Act for
the said purpose. Annexure I

The project in question is government approved as per the
document made available by Uttar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam

Limited being annexed herewith Annexure J

Total 15094 nos. of trees have been planted in lieu of 5347 nos. of trees
that were felled for 2X660 Megawatt Obra C expansion project of U.P.
govt. . The Joint Committee constituted by this Hon’ble Tribunal has also
reported the same in their report dated 30.08.2024 submitted to this
Hob’ble Tribunal.

That it is further submitted that the then DFOQ, Obra Forest Division,

Obra-Sonbhadra has given the permission for felling of trees after

\wﬂa?*w

-~
DIVISIONAL I:SQST OFFICER
OBRA FOREST DIVISION,
OBRA-SONBHADRA

following the due process of law.




are true and corzect to the best of my knowledge and belief, >
) Dy u poten 2 R Q , /
// '\",-;-'" ‘.'-:.- :"c.. ',‘-‘." &QTE@ ‘ﬁ‘&'w % ig M ?fﬁ)ﬁ'
ik Py R -._ S Y
b Q€ \\gb':,'_” A

346

BEFORE THE HONBLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPLE BENCH, NEW
DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO.695/2024

Shayamji Mishra - Applicant
Versus

State of U.P.& Ors. - Respondents
AFFIDAVIT

I Anurag Priyedarshi S/o. Shyam Lal Aged 32 Years working as

Divisional Forest Officer Office At Obra Forest Division, Obra-

Sonbhadra do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as under-

1. That I am DFO, Obra Forest Division, Sonbhadra and competent to
swear the present affidavit.

2. That the accompanying reply is drafted by my counsel under my
instructions and the same is not repeated for brevity.

3. That the content of the application is read over to me in vernacular

Verified at New Delhi on 13 Dec. 2024 that the content of above affidavit

language and the same is true and correct,

Yerification

ENT

NOTARY UL
GOV OF ik

§ 3 DEC 2024

10
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